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 The Secretary of State presents his compliments to Their Excellencies and 

Messieurs and Mesdames the Chiefs of Mission, and wishes to advise them of the 

following with regard to the operation of unmanned aerial system (UAS) vehicles 

commonly referred to as “drones.”   

Chiefs of Missions are advised that the operation of an UAS vehicle is 

strictly prohibited within the City of Washington, District of Columbia, and the 

surrounding communities.  The United States Federal Aviation Administration 

(FAA) maintains strict guidelines on the authorized use of UAS vehicles and has 

imposed extensive restrictions on aircraft, including UAS vehicles, within the 

Washington, D.C., Metropolitan airspace.   

For more information on these restrictions, missions may refer to the FAA 

website at http://www.faa.gov/uas/where_to_fly/no_drone_zone/.  Missions and 

their members located outside of the D.C. Metropolitan area should visit 

http://www.faa.gov/about/office_org/headquarters_offices/arc/ to determine the 

appropriate customer service center for their location.  Information concerning the 

definition of a UAS can be found at http://www.faa.gov/uas/faqs/.  A summary of 

14 CFR Part 107 (the small UAS rule) is enclosed. 
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 Chiefs of Mission are advised that under no circumstances are members of 

missions or their family members permitted to operate UAS vehicles without 

proper qualifications or in contravention of existing FAA regulations.  FAA 

advises that violators may face stiff fines and criminal penalties.  Moreover, drones 

owned by mission members and operated in U.S. airspace will be subject to the 

same treatment as drones owned by private individuals.  Such treatment could 

include being redirected or confiscated, in accordance with applicable U.S. laws or 

regulations.  The Department requests that Chiefs of Mission ensure this 

information is thoroughly disseminated to all mission members at their Embassies 

and Consulates. 

 Missions may direct any questions regarding this matter to the Department’s 

Office of Foreign Missions Office of Diplomatic Motor Vehicles either by 

electronic mail to OFMDMV@state.gov or by telephone at 202-895-3500. 

 

Enclosure:  

 As stated.   

 

Department of State,  

 Washington, April 12, 2017   



 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


